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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner 
in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fisher et al, 
US Patent 6,026,479, cited on the Information Disclosure Statement filed November 17, 2003, in 
view of Dowling, US Patent 6,128,728 and in view of Trimberger et al., US Patent 5,844,422. 

3. Referring to claim 1, Fisher et al. have taught the digital signal processing apparatus 
comprising a plurality of available hardware resource means and a first instruction set means 
having access to said available hardware resource means, so that at least a part of said hardware 
resource means execute operations under control of said first instruction set means (abstract, high 
ILP, column 7, lines 14-36); the digital signal processing apparatus further comprising a second 
instruction set means having access to only a predetermined limited subset of said plurality of 
available hardware resource means, so that at least a part of said predetermined limited subset of 
said hardware resource means execute operations under control of said second instruction set 
means (abstract, low ILP, column 7, lines 14-36), wherein in case of an interrupt the state of all 
hardware resources means under control of said first instruction set means have their state frozen 
(abstract, The main instruction and data caches are deactivated, or frozen, to preserve their 
contents.). 
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4. Fisher et al. have not taught all of said limited subset of hardware resource means are 
stored within a single clock cycle. However, Dowling has taught all of said limited subset of 
hardware resource means are stored within a single clock cycle (abstract). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the 
invention of Fisher et al. store all of said limited subset of hardware resource means within a 
single clock cycle, as taught by Dowling, for the desirable purpose of largely eliminating delays 
associated with register saving and restoring (abstract). 

5. Fisher et al. have also not storing the hardware resource means using a plurality of flip- 
flops. However, Trimberger et al. have taught storing hardware resource means using flip-flops 
(abstract, column 3, lines 19-35, column 4, lines 46-67) for the desirable purpose of protecting 
the state data during a processor interruption. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the hardware resource means, 
as taught by Fisher et al., be stored by using a plurality of flip-flops, as taught by Trimberger et 
al., for the desirable purpose of protecting the state data during a processor interruption (abstract, 
column 3, lines 19-35, column 4, lines 46-67). 

6. Referring to claim 2, Fisher et al. have taught the apparatus according to claim 1, as 
described above, and wherein said available hardware resource means are processor resource 
means (abstract, column 7, lines 14-36). 

7. Referring to claim 3, Fisher et al. have taught an apparatus according to claim 1, as 
described above, and comprising first state buffer means for storing the current state of hardware 
resource means in case of an interrupt, wherein in case of an interrupt said first state buffer 
means stores the current state of at least a part of such hardware resource means which are not 
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included in said predetermined limited subset of said hardware resource means (column 6, lines 
54-65, Figure 2, elements 120, 180, elements 150A-C). 

8. Referring to claim 4, Fisher et al. have taught an apparatus according to claim 3, further 
comprising second state buffer means for storing in case of an interrupt the current state of at 
least a part of said predetermined limited subset of said hardware resource means, said second 
state buffer means having a smaller size than that of said first state buffer means (column 6, lines 
54-65, Figure 2, elements 122 and 190, element 150D, column 6, lines 7-26). 

9. Referring to claim 5, Fisher et al. have taught an apparatus according to claim 4, as 
described above, and comprising means for supplying power to said second state buffer means, 
wherein said power supply means essentially supplies power to said second state buffer means 
only during interrupt handling (column 7, lines 14-65). 

10. Referring to claim 6, Fisher et al. have taught an apparatus according to claim 4, as 
described above, and wherein at least a part of such hardware resource means which are not 
directly accessible and not included in said predetermined limited subset of said hardware 
resource means are chained together in a first scan chain means (Figure 2, elements 150A-C) and 
at least a part of such hardware resources which are not directly accessable and included in said 
predetermined limited subset of said hardware resource means are chained together in a second 
scan chain means (Figure 2, elements 150D). 

77. Referring to claim 7, Fisher et al. have taught an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said second instruction set means does not allow operations in parallel (Figure 2, abstract, The 
second instruction set means executing in element 1 SOD does not allow any operations in 1 50A- 
C to be executed in parallel.). 
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12. Referring to claim 8, Fisher et al. have taught a method for processing digital signals in a 
digital signal processing apparatus comprising a plurality of available hardware resource means 
wherein at least a part of said hardware resource means execute operations under control of a 
first instruction set (abstract, high ILP, column 7, lines 14-36); wherein at least a part of a 
predetermined limited subset of said plurality of available hardware resource means execute 
operations under control of a second instruction set having access to only said predetermined 
limited subset of said hardware resource means (abstract, low ILP, column 7, lines 14-36), 
wherein in case of an interrupt the state of all hardware resources means under control of said 
first instruction set means have their state frozen (abstract, The main instruction and data caches 
are deactivated, or frozen, to preserve their contents.). 

13. Fisher et al. have not taught all of said limited subset of hardware resource means are 
stored within a single clock cycle. However, Dowling has taught all of said limited subset of 
hardware resource means are stored within a single clock cycle (abstract). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the 
invention of Fisher et al. store all of said limited subset of hardware resource means within a 
single clock cycle, as taught by Dowling, for the desirable purpose of largely eliminating delays 
associated with register saving and restoring (abstract). 

14. Fisher et al. have also not storing the hardware resource means using a plurality of flip- 
flops. However, Trimberger et al. have taught storing hardware resource means using flip-flops 
(abstract, column 3, lines 19-35, column 4, lines 46-67) for the desirable purpose of protecting 
the state data during a processor interruption. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the hardware resource means, 
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as taught by Fisher et al., be stored by using a plurality of flip-flops, as taught by Trimberger et 
al, for the desirable purpose of protecting the state data during a processor interruption (abstract, 
column 3, lines 19-35, column 4, lines 46-67). 

15. Referring to claim 9, Fisher et al. have taught a method according to claim 8, as described 
above, and wherein in case of an interrupt the current state of hardware resource means are 
stored in first state buffer means (column 6, lines 54-65, Figure 2, elements 120, 180, elements 
150A-C); wherein in case of an interrupt the current state of at least a part of such hardware 
resource means which are not included in said predetermined limited subset of said hardware 
resource means are stored in said first state buffer means (column 6, lines 54-65, Figure 2, 
elements 120, 180, elements 150A-C). 

16. Referring to claim 10, Fisher et al. have taught a method according to claim 9, as 
described above, and wherein in case of an interrupt the current state of at least a part of said 
predetermined limited subset of said hardware resource means are stored in a second state buffer 
means having a smaller size than that of said first state buffer means (column 6, lines 54-65, 
Figure 2, elements 122 and 190, element 150D, column 6, lines 7-26). 

17. Referring to claim 11, Fisher et al. have taught a method according to claim 10, as 
described above, and wherein power in essentially supplied to said second state buffer means 
only during interrupt handling (column 7, lines 14-65). 

18. Referring to claim 12, Fisher et al. have taught a method according to claim 8, as 
described above, and wherein said second instruction set does not allow operations in parallel 
(Figure 2, abstract, The second instruction set means executing in element 150D does not allow 
any operations in 150A-C to be executed in parallel.). 
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Response to Arguments 



19. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tonia L Meonske whose telephone number is (571) 272-4170. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8-4:30. 

21 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eddie P Chan can be reached on (571) 272-4162. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306.' 

22. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



tlm 




